
Topic ideas generally start out broad - and too big for a History Day project. If your topic is too big, it’s 
going to be challenging to fit all the information that is needed into your project. We use the funnel to 
narrow our topics to a more manageable size. 

History Day Topic Funnel

Theme
Start by thinking about the theme for History Day 
this year.

Turning Points in History

General Interest
Narrow down to a general area of history that 
interests you.

Rights in the
U.S. Constitution

Broad Topic
What are some general topics connected to that 
area of history?

First Amendment

Narrow Topic
Narrow the broad topic to something more specific. 
Consider a specific location, person, or event.

Texas v. Johnson

Research Questions and Thesis
Your thesis will address specific issues related to your 
topic. Answering your research questions will help 
you develop a narrow thesis.

Research
Questions and 

Thesis

Turning Points in History

Racial Equality

U.S. Civil Rights
Movement

Montgomery Bus
Boycott

How did the Montgomery Bus
Boycott impact support for the
Civil Rights Movement? How
did it impact the strategies

other activists used?

Sample Topic Funnels

Turning Points in History

Scientific History

The Space Race

Apollo 11

How did the Apollo 11 mission 
change our understanding 

of outer space? What
 impact did the mission
have on the Cold War?

Theme

General 
Interest

Broad Topic

Narrow Topic

Research Questions
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Example of a STEM turning point Example of social turning point



Theme Turning Points in History

General
Interest

Write your own here:

Broad
Topic

Write your own here:

Narrow
Topic

Write your own here:

Research
Questions

Write your own here:

Worksheet: History Day Topic Funnel
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